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Dear KJH Parents,

The board members of the KJH PTSA would like to welcome you to our
school community and to the 2008-2009 school year. For those who at-
tended Curriculum Night, we hope you found it helpful and were able to
experience "what a day in the life of your student" is like. Rather busy!

At Curriculum Night, Rhonda Gwinn, one of our PTSA co-presidents,
spoke about the differences and similarities between the desired "choice"
schools in the Lake Washington School District (ICS, EAS, Stella, etc.)
and Kirkland Junior High. If your student went to one of the "choice"
schools in the LWSD you, as a parent, would be asked to volunteer a mini-
mum number of hours each year and you would also be asked to donate a
certain amount of money. This way the "choice" school is ensured of the
dedication and support from the student's family.

Now is the time to start thinking of our own school as a "choice" school.
We have such an abundance of riches at KJH; a beautiful, state-of-the-art-
building, a very dedicated and talented staff and administration, (did you
see them on curriculum night!) and a student body that rivals the intelli-
gence and enthusiasm of any school in our state. We have it all, and now
we need you!

We are looking forward to working with the staff, parents and students this
year. Please feel free to contact any of the PTSA board members with
questions or suggestions. Volunteer forms are always available in the of-
fice or on the KJH web site. Thank You!

Ronda, Kim and Paula
PTSA co-presidents



From Debbie McCarson, Kirkland Junior High School Principal:

Welcome to a new, exciting school year! We would like to introduce a few
of our fabulous new teachers...

Hello I'm Kathy Colombo- I am excited to be at Kirkland Junior High teaching
7th and 8th grade science and 7th grade CMP. I have been teaching twenty
eight years and twenty one of those years have been within the Lake Wash-
ington School District. I choose to teach junior high because I love learning
along with students as they discover their potential within my science and
math class. When I am not teaching, I enjoy walking, hiking, cooking, and
reading with my husband. Thank goodness for cell phones so we can stay in
touch with our four grown boys who are pursuing their own chosen paths in
life! Thank you all for welcoming me into the Kirkland Junior High School
community.

My name is Rita Costello and I am teaching Language arts and Social Science
this year. I originally taught High School in Los Angeles County some 18
years ago. My husband and I moved to Washington and I stopped teaching to
raise my 3 children who currently attend Lake Washington schools. I really
enjoy participating in sports of various types but my current favorite is soc-
cer. | was able to go to a national tournament this summer and my team won
a second national championship for women over 40. I am looking forward to
a great year with your children at Kirkland Junior High.

My nameis- EAEAT 1 A O3 OCafrblIE Aréw up i@ Mdnthna. Began
my education at Montana State University in Bozeman and completed my BA
in English and Education at Gonzaga University in Spokane. Completed my
MA in Curriculum Development at Eastern WA University. Taught for Spo-
kane Public Schools eight years, one year with The Auburn School District,
and now in my second year with Lake Washington. I love the Seattle area, but
try to make it back to Spokane for “Bloomsday” and always for “Hoopfest,”
where my husband and I monitor high school teams. I have an active and
wonderful family. I am pleased and proud to be a part of the team at Kirkland
Junior High. Ilove history and English—and I love kids.



Hello I'm Lora Cohen and love teaching junior high school students-
Math! This is my third year teaching 7th/8th grade CMP. I was born in the
former Soviet Union, and am fluent in Russian. [ was raised in Israel, and
therefore I speak Hebrew as well. In my free time [ enjoy spending time with
my teen-age sons (7th and 9th graders). I'm an avid hiker, skier, and kay-
aker. Please stop by to say hello!
P22

Some quick tips for the beginning of the year:

Do the words “disorganized” and “forgetful” describe your junior high school
student? If so, you have a pretty typical kid. Unfortunately, even normal traits
in junior high school students can be a real drag on school achievement. One
solution: help your child get organized! Here are some simple ways to avoid
those frantic, last minute scrambles.

Keep the date straight Your student’s planner is a great place to start! Be-
sides being a place to write assignments, help your child use his/her calendar
to show where he or she is supposed to be and when. Include after-school
events, family activities, homework hours, and just plain fun times for the
coming week.

Avoid the paper chase Junior high students often find themselves buried in
paper. Help your child get into the habit of sorting through school papers
each day. Just a few minutes each night can make a big difference, because an
organized kid is ready for success.

Read it aloud You can show your junior high student the value of reading.
How? Share interesting tidbits from books, newspapers, and magazines.
They might spark your child’s desire to read, or lead to a good conversation.
Please feel free to join us for silent reading on M, T, Th, and F - 9:12 to 9:30.

We are looking forward to a wonderful school year. please call if you have any
questions, 822-6224.

Thank you,

Debbie McCarson, KJH Principal



7" Grade Team News

Welcome to Kirkland Junior High! We are very excited about the new
school year with its awesome mentoring program for all 7" graders,
the inquiry - based curriculum in both math and science, and challeng-
ing, differentiated instruction in all content areas. We are most ex-

cited about the students we have met in our classes _ they are the
best!!
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Math: In CMP 7, we are jumpstarting our year with a school wide
fraction unit focusing on adding, subtracting, multiplying, dividing and
reducing fractions.  This is an annual unit at KJH and it is extremely
important in order to set up students for many of the concepts we

will be learning about throughout this year. As we continue through
September we also be starting to work out of our first unit, Variables
and Patterns, which is an introduction to algebraic concepts like vari-
ables and equations. Please make sure that your students are pre-
pared to come to class each day with pencils with erasers, correcting
pens, notebook paper and graph paper . Ms. Cohen, Mrs. Colombo &
websites through the KJH website for a calendar of assignments,

tests and upcoming classroom events to help keep both students and
parents up to date on what happens in class.

In Science, seventh graders have finished reviewing lab policies and
safety procedures. We have started our Physical Science unit: En-
ergy, Machines and Motion in which students will be learning about
the different forms of energy through inquiry labs. Students will also
be using the formal investigative format with emphasis on making
good hypothesis and identifying the variables of an investigation.
Students should bring their science journals to class every day



Language Arts: Seventh grade students have shown great flexibility
and cooperation as they transition from elementary school to junior

high. In Language Arts students are studying the Commonly Confused
Words Vocabulary unit.  Every Monday they have a new vocabulary
list. The practice assignment will typically be due on Wednesdays,

and the quizzes will be on Fridays. In addition to vocabulary, we will
be reading several short stories and practicing reading comprehension
skills such as summarizing, predicting, and making inferences. We
will also be beginning our first novel study by reading Fever 1793 by
Laurie Halse Anderson.  Students are expected to keep their note-
books organized and use their planner everyday. Notebooks and
planners will be checked on Fridays in Language Arts.

Social Studies: Seventh graders began the year off with a quick re-
view of the 13 original British colonies. This review included a com-
parative study of the New England, Middle, and Southern colo-

nies. Starting in chapter six of the new textbook, students began their
study of the Revolutionary War by looking at the reasons for inde-
pendence. Students have been introduced to our new textbook this
year, and instructed on how to access the book at home online.

Warm regards,

your 7" grade team

Spanish | & Il

Over the next few weeks we will be working together to establish learning hab-
its and an environment that fosters effective learning for stu-
dents studying a language. Students are learning the alphabet
by singing a song, expressions of courtesy vocabulary, classroom
=9 ¥ expressions and directions vocabulary, which they will be using
w\. Onadaily basis. | am so excited for this school year, | look for-
N 55% . ward to getting to know all my students and working with

A ithem and their families as a team.

Gracias, Sra. Anderson



8th Grade Team News

Welcome from the 8" grade teachers! We are all impressed with the
maturity and sincerity of the 8 " graders this year. They appear focused
and ready to work.

Reminders : School rules sheets signatures were due on Monday ,
September 15.  Classroom rules for individual classeswere due by
September 12th  at the latest. We are being very proactive inthe 8 ™
grade pod to ensure that all school rules (tardies, dress code violations,
misbehaving, etc.) are handle in a positive, proactive manner.

We started 8™ Grade Science with an investigation into how scientists

think using a variety of activites. We 6 ve al so been coverin
and equipment students will use in science this year. Mid-September, we

dive into our first module, Properties of Matter. Our main focus will be

characteristic properties of substances. We start with what makes ob-

jects float and sink, the property of density. Students will experiment

with different ways of determining the density of objects, with the end

goal of students identifying unknown objects based on their densities.

Math: In CMP 8 , we are jumpstarting our year with a school -wide unit
focusing on adding, subtracting, multiplying, dividing and reducing frac-
tions. This is an annual unit at KJH and is extremely important in order
to set up students for many of the concepts we will be learning about
this year. As we continue through September, we start a foundations
unit which explores the basis for the algebra connections we will be
working with, including the distributive property, combining like terms,
exponents and basic substitution. Please make sure that your stu-
dents are prepared fto come to class each day with pencils, cor-

recting pens, notebook paper and graph paper. Ms. Cohen & Ms.
Yates would also like to invite you access our c/assroom websites
through the KJH website for a calendar of assignments, tests and up-
coming classroom events to keep both students and parents up-to-date
on what is happening in class.



In 8" Grade Social Studies , students are focusing on our new curricu-

lum, Washington State History. The first two weeks of school have been
spent studying the statebs geography,
the Pacific Northwest, and the first people to come to this region, Native
Americans. Later this month, we will move onto Westward Expansion of

the U.S. This unit will focus on how railroads transformed the nation, the

growth of ranching and farming, and finally on how this growth impacted

the Native Americans.

In Language Arts , the initial focus on writing is to create sentences that

are clear, complete and varied so that students can build a landscape of

ideas. Students are working on sentence structure and sentence. This will

serve as a building block for the writing they will be doing the rest of the

year. After this initial unit, we will be reading a variety of short stories

from our textbooks, i ncluding an excer
with Charley. o

Please note that a/ 8" grade LA/SS teachers have class websites
Each site has a calendar showing curriculum, class assignments with due

dates, test dates, etc.
0000000000000000000000000000000d0d00d000

In Sci-Ma-Tech, formally known as Woods,

students are starting out this year with 4 -

view sketching, measurement, and shop

safety. Our first project is a travel board

game. Each student wi || des

board game, it can be one that already ex-
ists or make up their own. This project utilized the skills
learned during sketching and measurement units, and
helps students become comfortable using the drill press
and sanders.  Students will then write the rules for the
game and design the packaging



NINTH GRADE NEWS

Ninth grade teachers welcome the freshmen to their first year of
high school! The message to our freshmen has been very clear:
this is a very important year with grades making a difference on a
transcript and work ethic vital to success.

World History  students began the year with a review of geographi-
cal terms and the Five Themes of Geography. These will be used
throughout the year as students continue to explore World History,
focusing on the Pacific Rim and
also been working on world maps in order to become familiar with

the Pacific Rim.

e
Language Arts welcomes our new freshmen who begin

their high school careers while initiating a transcript for further
education or training. The Language Arts classes have re -
examined dictionary skills and are focusing on increasing vocabu-
lary through the weekly study which will improve reading profi-
ciency while expanding vocabulary. Additionally, freshmen are
being introduced to the elements of a short story by defining the
distinct characteristics of the genre and evaluating the effective-
ness through analysis of its elements. This information will serve
them throughout their literary studies. Students are practicing
critical thinking and writing skills in the process of expressing and
explaining their responses to the short story genre.

Algebra students have just completed the Fractions Unit and will
be moving on to a Foundations Unit in which students learn the
fundamental skills necessary for all algebraic concepts. They will
learn to use the order of operations, exponents, the distributive
property, collecting like terms, and integer operations to simplify
and evaluate expressions. Attendance is crucial as new concepts
are learned daily!

u
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Ninth Grade News cont...

Geometry students have been studying the building blocks of ge-
ometry, including the abstract terms of point, line, and plane. The
first unit is rich in vocabulary and provides the basic skills needed
for the rest of the year. Students have learned to create angles, es-
timate angles using angle wheels, determine shortest paths based
on reflections and congruent angles of approach and angles of
leaving , and how to use angles to determine the path for a hole
one on a miniature golf course! The next unit will take these stu-
dents into deductive reasoning and using mathematical models to
solve problems.

Advanced Algebra students have been studying arithmetic and
geometric sequences and writing both recursive and explicit formu-
las for them. Students have also been identifying graphs based on
sequences. These advanced students have been challenged to find

-in -

f ormul as f or ofunction machi nesbéo

tions with recursive and explicit formulas. The second unit of the
year will encompass describing data using measures of central ten-
dency, box plots, and histograms and evaluating the data repre-
sentations using standard deviations and percentile ranks.

In Science , we're starting the year with a unit on "The Nature of
Science." We'll be investigating what science is, what science is
not, and what kinds of things look a lot like science, but aren't. It
also includes basic things about how scientific studies are carried
out, like using controls. As part of this, we will be doing a chemis-
try lab in which students find sources of error and devise ways to
minimize them. After that, we'll move on to Newton's laws of mo-
tion.

and

t



Greetings, PE Parents!!

We have an exciting first semester planned for th@Banther School year.

8 ALL classes are currentlx in an archery unit through Friday, Septehiber 1
gcludlng 7 grade PE;"89"™ PE; 8/9 Team Sports; 8/9 Peak Performance.
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g After that we will be offering, in 2 or 3 week units, Badminton, Flag Footbaﬁl Soc-
, Speeeh-way, Volleyball, Lacrosse, Floor Hockey and Basketball to name a
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g PhyS|caI fitness will be a part of EVERY Physical Education class. Regarcgess of a
uDCCyY'BCLC) WCzlI YCzY Wwzl zCad, WII EEZ CZBb
B benefits of being physically fit.

EAII PE students should have shown parents/guardians their respective cIaEs rules/
B syllabus. This is to have been signed and returned to me by Mondd, Sepl 8

BAIll classes will be suiting up starting Monday, SeptemBerkiB PE shirts, §

g athletic shoes and shorts/sweatpants are mandatory. PE shirts are avallagale be-

8 fore school and during lunch in the main office for $5. Students may weargast
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We enjoyed meeting many of you on Curriculum Night!

Rob Luckey Physical Education Department Head
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KJH PURPLE AND WHITE SCHOOL DANCE
FRIDAY, SEPT 26" i SAVE THE DATE!

Get out your purple & white, and prepare to party with your
friends at school! Dondt forge
Monday, Sept. 22™. If 100 tickets are not sold by Wednesday, we

cannot hold the dance. So come support your school -y ou wonot
want to miss the first dance of the year. See you there!




r/ ||||||| ||| || WELCOME TO THE LIBRARY The doors have opened, the

students have arrived, the™ graders have been introduced
O\{\*l” [H[||[ll to their new library and books are flying off the shelves al-

——— ready. |l tds time to |l et the pi

W“ LI library participates in to raise additional funds to help keep
[“@ the library a strong core to this strong school. Any help you

| can give us with the additional programs is greatly appreci-

ated asall of these funds go directly to the purchase of
new books for your students.
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TheGener al Mi | | 6s Box pigragnspays us cashbdeacbh at i o
box top we send in. For a list of qualifying products checktp://
www.labelsforeducation.com/index.asp Box tops can be turned in at the li-

brary.

The Cartridges for Kids program is a cash program also. We collect used

printer, fax, copier cartridges, cell phonegods, game boys, etc. which we re-
cycle and get cash for new books €& ito:s

And last, but not least, parents can visMir . Ritchiebdsat Wi sh

www.amazon.comwhere he keeps a list of books that your students have re-
quested, purchase a title or two and have them sent directly to our library. To
get to the wish list @ Amazon: click on Wish LéstSearchd type in:
dritchie@Ilwsd.or§ and begin your shopping.

All of these programs are to benefit your students and the library staff deeply
appreciates all the past support wedve
Kirkland Jr. High. Come in and visit anytime!

IPOWER HOUR!

A new year brings new challenges. Come take advantage of the PTSA sponsoredutor-
ing club, Power Hour! It is held on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:0Q 3:45 in room
208. |If students need a quite place to finish homework or make-up work missed,
Power Hour is the place! If students need help understanding concepts or need to get
organized, come to Power Hour! Please contact Susan Crauer Ebuyarski

crauer@Iwsd.org) with any questions.
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On September 9, 2008 the PTSA members who attended our first gen-
eral meeting approved a revised 2008/09 operating budget for the
PTSA. Following the approval of the first version of this year's budget,
at the last membership meeting in late May 2008, the district confirmed
that they would continue to fund our school's Jazz Band. This was
great news. The newly approved revised budget eliminated the pro-
posed Jazz Band fundraising line item under the income portion of our
budget as well as the proposed stipend under the expense section of
the budget. Our beginning balance is $18,718.90 and estimated end-
ing balance at the end of June 2009 is $18,628.90. So, we are within
$90.00 of a balanced budget! Copies of the budget are available in the
information stand inside the school lobby doors and will soon be posted |

PTSA Treasurer Report |

on our PTSA website.

Our budget helps fund and support many important programs during the
school year. These include the school play, Power Hour (homework as-
sistance staffed by teachers after school), supplies for the school's
emergency preparedness program, classroom grants, student in need
scholarships to help cover field trip expenses, our school newsletter,
Mother's Day Lunch, Father's Day Breakfast, the student phone direc-
tory and many more valuable programs.

Your membership dues and contributions to our one big, annual
fundraiser "Pass the Hat" all make this possible. So if you have
not become a PTSA member and/or made your "Big Give" dona-
tion itis not too late. Donations can be sent in with your student
to the office. They will forward to the PTSA.

Please email me at lindsayb@gte.net if you have any questions. Thank
you - Lindsay Blackner, PTSA Treasurer

I —
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Dental Care for Kids in King
County
The KC KIDS program provides dental care coverage, at no
cost, to children who qualify. You are likely to be eligible if:
“’ A You live in King County, Washington
A Your children are under the age of 20.

A Your income meets our program guidelines.
A Your children have no other dental coverage
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The KC KIDS program runs from January 1 to December 31, 2008. In January
2009, families will need to apply for benefits through the state of Washington.

KC KIDS is a King County childrends or al he:
Million gift from Washington Dental Service (WDS) in partnership with King County
Executive Ron Simsdé Childrends Health Initiat
To learn more visit our website at www.kckidsdental.org or call (866)-839-9466 M-F,

6 AM to 6 PM

Bonjour!

| The first yearFrench classeare eagerly working

on their new French skills. 7 A6 OA OOAOOET ¢
the basics to form a solid foundation for the rest of the yea®tu-

dents should know the alphabet and numbers as well as common
greetings. We work on all aspects of languagewriting, reading,

speaking, and listening in the target language.

The French 2 students started Se ept tember with a review of concepts
fromFrench17 A61 1 NOEAEI U AA AEOET C EIT O
the Passé Compose.

A website and blogs have been created to help French students.
http://sites.google.com/site/mrspoort
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@5crinp ESCRIP ANOTHER WAY TO HELP KJH WITH EUND-
i RAISING!

Our Group
1

st | ast fall we introduced a new fundraising opportunity for our

2

sapoieewt school through the Escrip program.We were delayed in getting it
“ow¥F  advertised and unsure of how it would work. It wasn't until about
February of the last school year that we started to see the benefits
of this program as on a small scaleWith just 30 registered participants we
are now receiving about $40/month coming into our bank account for the
program. Now that we understand just how easy this program is we would
like to see it expand this year so that we can take advantage of thls "easy"
income. When registered participants make purchases with their customer
cards (such as Safeway) or with participating credit card companies, the ven-
dors contribute a percentage of the purchase to the school you designate in
your participant profile. The price of the items you purchase is the same as it
would be if you were not participating. The vendors take a portion of their
earnings and send it to uslt doesn't get much easier than that!

If you would like to participate, you can register on line by going to
www.escrip.com and go to "sign up". Our school is listed as "Kirkland Jr
High" and our Group ID # is 8563784/ou can choose which "club” cards and/
or credit cards you want to register. Please consider checking this program
out. We can potentially receive hundreds of dollars from your participa-

tion. If you don't have internet access, you can complete a registration form
and mail it in. These forms can be found in school's information stand.
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Jd Northwest Choirs Holds Girls Prep Audlitions Ocdd 11
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The Northwest Choirs will hold auditions for its Girls Prep pr
Prep is ayao training program to prepare seventh and eight
Call 2688234 for an audition appoinimemiverhagis.org
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