KIRKLAND JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Panthergram

Home of the Panthers!! october 2008
FROM THE KIRKLAND JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOQOL ASB

Hello, KiJH Parents! Your KiJH ASB Team would like to introduce our
members, and some of our activites and prpgrams for this year.

President: Jessica Lund
Vice-President: Kat Whitfield
Secretary: Carrie Stinogel
Treasurer: Camille Worsech.

This year, we would like to welcome you to help out more than ever to
start getting involved with our school. The ASB held a wonderful dance
with a record 220 people attending !

Also, last week we had an assembly to kick off our anti-bullying pro-
gram. This, we know, will take time and effort, but will greatly affect the
future generations of Panthers. During this time, we encourage you to
prevent any bullying you see. If a child tells you about being bullied, then
they have also told an adult at school and are looking for help. We have
four rules for our Program: We will not bully others, we will try to help stu-
dents who are bullied, we will try to include students who are left out, and
if we know somebody is being bullied, we will tell an adult at school and at
home. These rules will help improve the climate of our school and prevent
future bullying from happening. Our assembly went very well, and we had
an activity called Step Up to The Line that was shocking and very eye-
opening. Out of the twenty or so students who participated, four or five
have been afraid to come to school because of bullying. Twenty have
seen bullying and done nothing about it. We hope to change these statis-
tics so no one is bullied at all. Text messages, emails, prank calls, and
verbal abuse are just a few examples of bullying, so we need your help!
We hope to make this year better and more memorable. Thanks!




NEWS FROM THE COUNSELING DEPARTMENT

Welcome to the 2008-09 school year. The Counseling Center has been busy meeting
and working with KJH students. Below are reminders and information helpful in meet-
ing the needs of your Jr. High student:

The counselors divide the student body by grade level as follows:
Mrs. Olmsted ---8th graders
Ms. Hinrichs ---7" and 9" graders

You are undoubtedly seeking, as we are, to help your child succeed in school in every
way possible. As they stretch their adolescent wings and take on more responsibilities,
we offer you some Atipso from our office.

AMy child claims they have no homewo
All students have been issued an excellent tool for use in each of their classesd the
spiral bound Student Planner. In addition to the introductory pages containing the Stu-

dent Handbook, it primarily serves as their 0
work assigned by the teachers as well as deadlines. The Planner is the most direct

way to monitor your childbdbs homework compl eti
you have an assignment due tomorrowéletbs | oo
chil dés counselor for further suggestions on

Pathways of Communication
I f concerns or questions arise throughout the
clearer communication. While there may be exceptions, we find this model can benefit
the adolescentdés need to take on more respons
and senior high) and increase their self-advocacy skills. Students will often be hesitant
to approach teachers when they are first getting to know each other but having this
one on one communication can prove to be quite empowering. We all welcome com-
munication with you. Any questions regarding a specific class should be directed to
the teacher first. All staff will make every effort to return emails and phone messages
within 24 hours.

a)Child to Teacher Encourage your child to directly seek the teacher to
present concerns or questions (during class, or by
appointment before or after school).

b)Child to Counselor Students can sign up to see their counselor in our
Counseling office.
c)Parent/Child to Teacher Feel free to call a teacher directly or email(*). Staffis

in the building from 7:45am to 3:15pm
d)Parent/Child to Counselor Please call or email us directly. We see students during
the day and are available to meet with you by ap-
pointment.
e)Parent to Administrator Principal Debbie McCarson and Assistant Principal
Craig Mott welcome you to contact them directly.



*note: to email a staff member, include the initial of first name, followed by last name and
the school address. i.e. Carol Hinrichs is chinrichs@lwsd.org

Extra Opportunities

If your KJH student is interested in seeking more educational opportunities throughout the
year they may be able to apply for Johns Hopkins University Center for Talented
Youth . If they meet any of the following criteria then they are eligible:

Scored in the 95" percentile or higher in one or more areas of a nationally normed stan-

dardized test

Achieved an advanced level on a state test (Level 4 on the WASL)

Demonstrated superior academic performance, as described by a teacher.
For more information, contact the counseling office.

Despite best intentions as parents, teachers, counselors, and all school staff, our students

are met with stumbling blocks to success along the way. Whether it is academic abilities,

social or emotional issues, school or personal stressors, peer issues, or behavioral choices

(ex. ©o6acting outodé, alcohol and other drug use
available resource. Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns. We look

forward to a great school year together!

Carol and Justina

AnCLI P and SAVEO for your HOME CALENDAR

All teachers patrticipate in the school-wide grading periods at the middle of each quarter
and at end of each quarter/semester. The following dates inform you when to expect the
official grade reports.

Grading Periods:
[Two semesters (1 semester = 2 quarters)]

1% Quarter
End of 1% quarter i October 30™é 1% quarter report mailed home November 12™.

2" Quarter

Midtermi only D/ F gradeséprogress report mailed h
End of 2" quarter i January 23™é 1% Semester report mailed home February 5™.

3" Quarter

Midtermionly D/ F gradeséprogress “report mailed
End of 3" quarter i April 10" é . "8 quarter report mailed home April 23",

r

4™ Quarter

Midtermionly D/ F gradeséprogress™report mailed
End of 4™ quarter i June 16™ é 2" Semester reports mailed home week of June 22",


mailto:chinrichs@lwsd.org
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! MUSICAL NOTES...

4

07 Do you have a musical instrument lying around collect-

& ing dust?  We WANT that instrument!! Your instrument

dd (in good condition) will be lent to students in need.

Please contact Mr. Michael Lundquist

mlundquist@Iwsd.org or Mrs. Darcy Morrissey dmorris-
&3 sey@lwsd.org . PS ~ Thank you to Catherine Turley,
dd Who donated a % size violin!!!!

Real Men Sing!
A big thank you to our KJH male singers who repre-
dg sented our school so respectfully on September
dJd 20. These gentlemen sang with 250 teenage men at
the Real Men Sing! Vocal Workshop at Everett Civic
J:Auditorium. Of the many highlights, they got to meet
dd Mr. Randy Krenshaw, a session singer who sang the

g9y
v b [ fw b [ v b L e e B v e Do v e o L B e

ddt heme tune to the TV show o0Twoddnd a

who does the singing parts forﬁ
uSimpsonsY.e(p, he was the guy wha
dJ P i g !ltbwas great fun for our men to see professional 9J
gsingers in action and to sing with over 250 teenage g
men!
4 JJ
JJ
dd Also, our first concert of the year is coming up in two 9J
dd weeks, October 21 s at 7pm in the KiJH Commons. g
Please join us!
Y A 7
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Spanish | & Il

Spanish Level | {
Students are learning how to describe their class schedule 3
some school supplies and compare their school experience " i j,\
that of a student in a Spanispeaking country. In the area of *\\"' /}»
culture, students are comparing and contrasting similarities . e
differences between a Mexican school and an American high school. In grammar,
the study is on subject pronouns, verb conjugations system, nouns gender and
numbers.

Spanish Level Il

Students are | earning Guatemal abds cul t
activities in Guatemala and in the U.S. They are learning to describe daily rou-

tines implementing reflexive verbs, to discuss extracurricular activities, verb con-
jugations, and three kinds of starhanging verbs.




8th Grade Team News

In Sciencewe wrapped up our discussion of the characteristic property of

density. Students should now be able to use the density of an unknown object

to help identify what that objectismade cf. SQNB Y2 @Ay 3 Ayid2 KS
perature and what effect they have on objects.S Q f ifivestig&ingmore

characteristic properties, such as boiling and melting points, as well as heating

curve graphs and physical and chemical changes. Writing clear explanations for
scientific understandings will continue to be a focus for the students..

CMP 8 In October we focused on graphs and their interpretations. A variety
of graphs have been presented and interpreted including: box and whisker
plots, stem and leaf plots, scatter plots, bar graphs, histograms and circle
graphs. There is a test scheduled for October 17. The last part of the month
will be spent on introducing and reviewing slope. Our next book willHdek-

ing With Mathematical Models Please check Webgrader regularly for your stu-
RSyidQa LINPINBIAOD

Make sure that your students are prepared to come to class each day with pen-

cils, correcting pens, notebook paper and graph paped @ / 2 KSy Q& 9 a &
Yates would like you to access alassroom websiteghrough the KJH website.

A calendar of assignments, tests and upcoming classroom events are there to

help both students and parents stay updated as to what is happening in class.

In Social Studiesstudents have completed their study of the late 1800s In-
dustrialization. They are just beginning our unit on Immigration. Students in-
vestigate the surge of immigration around the turn of thé"2@ntury and com-

pare that with U.S. immigration policies of today. They will also be encouraged

G2 aKIFINB 2yS 2F OGKSANI 26y TFlLYAfteQa aiz
be from a historical family voyage from 100 years ago, or it may be the stu-
RSydiQa LISNE2YIl f a0 Paidts hikis O@edtkiviero gét2z ! YS
involved and share your family history with your child.ater in the month, we

Y2@3S 2y (2 (GKS t NRPINBAAADBS 9NIY ¢KS |
rights.




In Language Artsstudents are building persuasive writing skills. We readi

ng

and dissecting several persuasive speeches, essays, and articles. Then they exer-
cise their own persuasive skills through writing essays and classroom debates.
The goal is to create strong arguments using persuasive techniques backed with

evidence and logical reasoning.

Parent Access to Student Information via the Web
at Kirkland Junior High

The Lake Washington School District provides an information system allowing parents t
cess their studentds records via the in
land Junior High wetsite, www.lwsd.org/school/kijhand signing up.

This information is secureonly you can see information about your studetéving your
correct email address on file with the school is all that is required before you register er
line. We use the-enail address you gave us on the blue Emergency Notification sheet y(
student returned to us at the beginning of the year. If you need to changenyailaddress,
please come to the KJH office and show photo I.D. to make the change.

Once registered, you have access to the following student information:

T Emai | l' inks to your studentds teacher
T Progress reports of your studentds cu
91 Previous term grades for secondary students

1 Attendance records

1 Student class schedule

1 Emergency contact information the school has on file

1 Culminating project status for high school students

Progress toward graduation requirements

HOW TO SIGN UP:
Go towww.lwsd.org/school/kijh

T Click on Afor Parentso tab at the top
T Click AParent Accesso on the right si
T Click ANew Usero and follow the direc

You may also go to the bottom of the page and view a short instructional video that give
stepby-step instructions

Please contact us if you have any questions.

Thank you, Debbie McCarson, KJH Principal
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News from the 7th Grade Team

Language Arts: Students are continuing to work on their Commonly Con-
fused Words. In addition, we have moved through our short story unit and
have begun working on expository writing. We are using the "Step Up to
Writing" technique and the students are enjoying the process of analyzing
paragraphs by highlighting the key elements within those paragraphs. We
have also begun our first novel, "Fever 1793" written by Laurie Halse Ander-
son. This piece of historical fiction describes life in posRevolutionary War
Philadelphia, during the 1793 outbreak of yellow fever. We continue to moni-
tor the students' planners and organization of their notebooks as well.

Social Studies: Students have completed the units on the Thirteen Colonies
and the Road to Revolution. We have moved on to the study of the American
Revolution in Chapter Seven. It is here that we will be answering the essen-
tial question: How was it possible that American Patriots gained their inde-
pendence from the powerful British Empire? We will do this by comparing
the British Army to that of the Americans, as well as analyzing many of the
specific Revolutionary battles. We will also do an Haepth study of the Ameri-
can Constitution. We continue to enjoy getting to know your children!

Students have been working ir¥th grade CMPon the unit Variables and
Patterns which focuses on the analysis and interpretation of tables and
graphs. In the middle of October we will be wrapping up the unit with a sum-
mative assessment and moving on to the uniits and Pieces which focuses
on understanding the relationship between decimals and fractions.

In Science, seventh graders are busy using investigations and scientific draw-

ings to learn how energy is transferred and transformedLater this

month students will be investigating different types of forces and gathering

evidence to support their understandings.Emphasis will beon writing pro-

cedures and conclusions in their lab reportsRemember to access the Sci-
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when your student is absent!
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NINTH GRADE NEWS

Algebra_students have just completed their study describing data and graphing

data in multiple ways. They will end the first quarter with a study of proportions.

In this unit of study (Chapter 2 in the book), students learn real -world applica-

tions of proportions and model the capture -recapture method of population by do-

ing an explorationé. The Bean Exploration! St
analysis, which is so valuable in the science world.  The first quarter final exam

is scheduled for Tuesday, October 28. It is extremely important that stu-

dents attend this day to take the final. As always, attendance is crucial due to

the sequential nature of the subject.

Geometry students have just completed an in -depth study on angle relationships
and the language of mathematical theorems. To end first quarter, these students
will study constructions using compasses and straightedges. Students tend to

love the hands -on learning in this unit (Chapter 3) and enjoy a few days off from
homework as the constructions are done solely in class! Geometry students con-
tinue to take a weekly algebra quiz to strengthen algebra skills. The first quarter
final exam is scheduled for Tuesday, October 28 . It is extremely important
that students attend this day to take the final.

Advanced Algebra students have been busy looking at linear relationships includ-
ing sequences, three forms of linear equations, and analyzing data tables to find
median-median lines and residuals. These students will get a quick introduction to
function notation before they take their first quarter final exam on Tuesday,
October 28.  They will begin the new quarter with a more in  -depth study of func-
tions and transformations.

In Science, we wrapped up our Nature of Science unit with the Vitamin C Lab

where students test different fruit juices to see which one actually has the most

vitkaminC. Wedr e now into our Mechanics unit where
tonds Laws Ifydurfadythaso iskateboards youdr e no | onger usi
you consider donating them to the science department?  The students will use

them to invest i"yLaw. & mbilgpainer@dss.or@ or micum-

mings@Iwsd.org if you have questions.
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Language Arts classes are completing the study of the short  -story genre with
the reading of T7he Most Dangerous Game, written by Richard Connell. Short
story genre is fiction depicting one characte
ers, usually having one thematic focus. Short stories generally produce a single
emotional and intellectual response in the reader. They employ a myriad of tech-
nigues such as point of view, style, plot, and a wide range of

literary devices that stimulate emotional, imaginative, and intellectually responses
in our freshman readers. Students have been learning these literary elements
skillfully utilized in upper -level literature and are finding examples of these in
this short story. The unit culminates with the literary analysis essay. Addition-
ally, students continue with the aggrandizement of their vocabulary through
weekly SAT level word banks.

IPOWER HOUR!

A new year brings new challenges. Come take advantage of the PTSA sponsoredutor-

ing club, Power Hour! It is held on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:00 3:45 in room
208. |If students need a quite place to finish homework or make-up work missed,
Power Hour is the place! If students need help understanding concepts or need to get
organized, come to Power Hour! Please contact Susan Crauer Ebuyarski
crauer@lwsd.org) with any questions.

Bonjour!

The French classes are looking forward to their culture presenta-
tions on October 16 -17".

French | is finishing up Chapter 2 which covers time, days and
months, and 3 ™ person names and nationalites. We d1 1 st art Cha
ter 3 which covers food, drinks, money, weather, and season.

French 2 just completed a review Newspaper which turned out fan-
tastigue! Stop by the French room as they are on display! The 2™
year students are finishing up Chapter 1. Theydbve been revie

their previously learned irregular verbs from last year, and will
move into Chapter 2 which covers weekend activities, the French
subway system, and the Passe Compose (Past Tense).

A website and blogs have been created to help French students.
http.//sites.google.com/site/mrspoort



mailto:sbuyarski-crauer@lwsd.org
mailto:sbuyarski-crauer@lwsd.org
http://sites.google.com/site/mrspoort

e

H-] oHl] °EN] C°EN °EN0 °El0 °ENN END Ml °ENN oENN

%‘éiﬁ(

| f

Thi nk you

ZPiensa que no puede paqgar Universidad?

jiPlenselo otra vez!

y o u 8 or 8" grade, réady to work hard in school, keep your

grades up and stay out of trouble until you graduate, YOU may be
eligible for a four -year College Bound Scholarship.

Si tu estas en el 7° o0 8° grado y estas listo para trabajar duro en la
escuela, mantén buenas calificaciones y permanece fuera de pro-

blemas o pleitos hasta que te graddes, Tu puedes ser elegido para
una beca universitaria de cuatro afios

A

What do you have to do: _ Esto es lo que tienes que hacer:

Submit a College Bound Scholarship application/pledge while
you are in the 7 ™ or 8™ grade.

Somete la aplicacién para la beca/promesa durante el 7° o
8U grado.

Graduate from a Washington high school (or home school).
Debes graduarte de la escuela preparatoria del estado de
Washington. (o escuela en casa)

Maintain a cumulative high school GPA of at least 2.0.
Mantener un promedio acumulativo en la escuela prepara-
toria por lo menos del 2.0.

Be a good citizen and stay crime free.

Ser un buen ciudadano y mantenerse libre de crimenes.

Apply for admission to an eligible college in Washington.
Aplicar para la admisién a un colegio o Universidad elegi-
ble en el estado de Washington.

Carol Hinrichs o chinrichs@lwsd.org  or 425 -822-6069
Justina Olmsted djolmsted@Iwsd.org  or 425 -822-6069

Do your students need dental, medical or vi-
sion help?  There are resources available and we would
like to help connect you. Please contact the Counseling Of-
fice for more information.

canot Taitkagainld c ol

ege
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AMINIE LIBRARY NEWS:

2

fl‘

/
O\ \|” ”| ” “” For the past few weeks your students have been
||| Illl coming to the library with their Language Arts classes for
[ § H& book talks by Mr. Ritchie. He reviews new titles, the clas
U sics and genres such as mysteries and fant#syse books
N

a

’ ' Z Please help keep the library shelves stocked by participating in
any or all of the programs we offer to maintain a high level of reading choices.
For the box tops program itos as easy
qualifying products athttp:www.boxtops4education.com

/5‘

Another program that has been successful inthe plstis Ri t chi eds Wi

ar
Ritchiebs wish |Iist and you can donate

I f youdbre shopping at Amazon.com and

dritchie@Iwsd.orgn the Wish List Search category and begin your shopping.
And last but not least is th@artridges for Kids program that not only brings in

cash for new books but helps the environment by recycling used printer car-
tridges, cell phones;pods, etc. Just bring your used items to the library any
time!
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- Lake Washington Snowsports Council Annual Ski and-Snow-
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. board Swap e
% November 1st, 10am to 2pm at Redmond Junior High - .

Since 1966 we have introduced thousands of students -fPaides:4
the thrill of snow sports through our lesson and transportatlon)%o
gram find out more WWW.LWSC.ORG o
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i ng off the shelves. |l t6s great
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Sign up now for the KJH Ski Bus!

The Ski Bus will leave KJH early release Wednesdays begil -
ning Wednesday, January 7. and run for six consecutive
weeks. Students need to fill out and return the yellow Webb-
Ski Application. Application forms can be found in the information shelves at
the KJH entrance dooBki Bus departs on Wednesdays at 1:30 for Snoqual-
mie Summit Central and returns at approximately 8PM. Students may sign
up for transportation and instruction for skiing and snowboarding.

Sign up before Decembet 40 you can take advantage of the student dis-

count price for the Season Pass through the ski area. These passes must be pur-
chases separately. You will receive a discount application from WebbSki with
confirmation of your res-

ervation for the KJH SKki

Bus.

Webdbre | ooking for chaper -
ones......parents who are

available to ride the bus

on Wednesday after-

noons receive a free ski

pass for the day. | t6s fun
for all!

Please contact Linda
Dahl at
rimdahl@msn.com
(425) 822 -0969 if you
have any questions.
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