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Dear KJH Parents, 
 
Happy New Year to our school community! 
 
At Kirkland Junior High our webmaster has been busy creating a web 
site for the PTSA.  This is our debut year for our web site and our hope 
is that it will be yet another avenue for parents to tap into for informa-
tion and resources that the PTSA offers.  It should be up and running 
by the end of January and it is accessible by going to the KJH website: 
www.lwsd.org/kijh, clicking on "For Parents" and finding the PTSA link.  
Again, it will be up and running by the end of January and we will be 
adding to it over the next several months. 
 
To express our gratitude to our teachers and staff for the work they do 
for our school community, the Staff Appreciation Committee baked pies 
at Thanksgiving and cookies for Christmas and filled the staff lounge 
with these delicious baked goods.  We want to keep our teachers 
happy and healthy!  Also, a big thank you to all the parent volunteers 
who provided these delicious treats. 
 
The PTSA sponsored musical this year is "Grease".  Auditions were 
held before the holidays and the actors are busy attending daily re-
hearsals.  The play is scheduled to run January 29th, 30th, and 31st 
and will be held at the Redmond High School Theatre.  This is a fun 
family event and we hope you will join with us to see these very tal-
ented actors. Tickets are on sale now! 
 
Taproot Theatre came to our school on December 5th and performed 
at an all-school assembly to kick off the Bully Prevention Program.  
Feedback from the students was that "it was a very realistic play about 
bullying and the kids could really relate to it". 
 
Let's hope for gentler weather and no more snow days! 
 
 
Kim Deskin, Ronda Gwinn, and Paula White Greschler 
PTSA Co-Presidents 

http://www.lwsd.org/kijh


QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQ 
The next edition of the Panthergram will be in the mail February 13th, 2009!  If you 
would like to help prepare it for mailing, please join the other volunteers at 8:30 in 
the Commons at KiJH.  We would love to have some new faces!   
 
Future mailing dates  16-Jan  13-Feb   29-Mar 8-May  5-jun 

    PTSA TREASURERõS REPORT 

 
    Our PTSA budget is moving along smoothly.  We had  

    $23,843.52 as of December 31, 2008.  Our expenses for the 

    month of December included a $1,000.00 donation to the KHJ 

    holiday giving program.  These funds were used to purchase 

    $50.00 QFC gift cards for KJH families in need.  QFC at Park-

place donated an additional $100 in gift certificates to the program.  We appreciate the nu-

merous times QFC has generously responded to our requests for donations during this 

school year. The Drama program has started to generate expenses as it gears up for the an-

nual school play. 

  

We are averaging about $40/month in matching donations from the escrip program.  To 

date we have earned $207.82 through this program.   Our target for this year is $500.00.  If 

you have not yet registered for this program please consider participating for the last half 

of this school year.  You can contribute to our fundraising every time you use a Safeway 

Club card registered with the escript program.  It takes only a few minutes to register by 

going to www.escrip.com .  Our group id number is 8563784. 

 

Lindsay Blackner, KJH PTSA Treasurer 

The New Walk -About Program  

 
ʽˎ˔˨˕˄ ˇ˄ˀˑ˃ ˎ˅ ˧ʧˇˀˍˆ˄˨ ˀˍ˃ ˖˄ ˀˑ˄ ˃ˎˈˍˆ ˈ˓-  ʸˇˈ˒ ˘˄ˀˑ˨˒ Walk-About will group you with other parents and give you 
˒ˏ˄˂ˈ˅ˈ˂ ˉˎˁ˒ ˖ˇˈˋ˄ ˘ˎ˔ ˪ʻˀˋˊ ʥˁˎ˔˓˪ ˃˔ˑˈˍˆ ˓ˇ˄ ˋ˔ˍ˂ˇ ˇˎ˔ˑ-   ʮˎˁ˒ ˈˍ˂ˋ˔˃˄ ˑ˄˖ˀˑ˃ˈˍˆ ˓ˇ˄ ˒˓˔˃˄ˍ˓˒ ˅ˎˑ ˀˍ˒˖˄ˑˈˍˆ 
˩ː˔˄˒˓ˈˎˍ˒˪+ ˂ˇ˄˂ˊˈˍˆ ˎ˔˓ ˆˀˌ˄˒ ˀˍ˃ ˌˎˍˈ˓ˎˑˈˍˆ ˂˄ˑ˓ˀˈˍ ˀˑ˄ˀ˒ ˀ˅˓˄ˑ ˋ˔ˍ˂ˇ-  ʭ˅ ˘ˎ˔ ˀˑ˄ ˀ ˁ˔˒˘ ˏ˄ˑ˒ˎˍ ˖ˈ˓ˇ ˎˍˋ˘ ˀ ˅˄˖ 
hours a month to spare but want to enhance the KJH community, then this job is for you. 
 
Walk-About Program Benefits: 

Frees up valuable time for the administration during the lunch hour 
Creates the important triangle among parents-school-students for best education outcome 

http://search.live.com/images/results.aspx?q=money+clipart
http://www.escrip.com


PTSA Special Needs Group  
January 27th, 2009 
  
LWSD Resource Building  
16250 NE 74

th
 St, Redmond 98052 

7:00-8:30 PM  
Call 425/702-3200 for directions  
 
Our topic for this month is Special Education Law  presented by Christine Thompson 
Ibrahim. This is a great chance to learn about your childôs rights. In addition to working 
with the Larry Jones Law Office, Christy  teaches Disability Law at the University of 
Washington School of Law, and is a member of the Disability Studies committee at the 
University of Washington. Christy will be joined by her mother, Margaret Lee-
Thompson from the King County Parent Coalition, who will share valuable information 
with us about resources for parents and transitioning to the workplace.  

ASB NEWS 
The ASB officers have been working steadily to prepare for the upcoming Martin 
Luther King Jr. assembly on January 16th.  The last week in January is our next Spirit 
Week, with a pep assembly that Friday.  We also have our second dance coming 
up on Friday, February 6th.   We are using the dance as a Boat Bash fundraiser.  If 
you are interested in chaperoning, or would like to donate some concessions 
(bottled water, soda, individually wrapped snacks) please contact Mrs. Brotherton 
at rbrotherton@lwsd.org. 

LOOKING FOR A WAY TO HELP KJH AND PTSA?  WE NEED A VOLUNTEER 
COORDINATOR TO GET PARENTS INVOLVED IN THE PROGRAMS THEY 
ARE INTERESTED INQPLS CALL RENEE DYER-SHIPMAN O828-09371 OR 

LINDA DAHL 822-0969. 
 
 

KJH Staff Appreciation  

 
We all appreciate the staff at KJH and what an easy way for KJH parentôs to get involved at the 

school by helping with our monthly recognition program.  All you have to do is be on our Staff 

Appreciation Committee List and donate requested items, every month, every other month, or 

whatever works with your schedule.  For the month of January, the Staff Appre-

ciation Team will be a hosting a Salad Sensation on Tuesday the 27 th .  If 
any parent/student would like to make or buy a salad, please contact Shannon Harris or Janice 

Lyon at pgharris58@aol.com or janicelyon@earthlink.net .  If you have other donations of ser-

vices, goods, etc. that you would be willing to assist in our efforts, please zap us an email! 

Thanks to all of our current volunteers for their helping hands!  

mailto:pgharris58@aol.com
mailto:janicelyon@earthlink.net


   Music Department 
 

Our Beginning and Advanced Guitar Ensembles will present their 
culminating recital on the stage at KJH on Thursday, January 22, during 5th pe-
riod (start time approximately 1 pm).   All guitar parents are welcome to attend 
and all 5th period classes are invited also!  We are so proud of this group - most 
students have started out with little to no guitar skills or knowledge and now 
they are able to think, predict, problem-solve and act as real musicians!   
 

The LWSD Junior High Honor Orchestra, Band and Choir will present a concert 
at Juanita High School on Tuesday, January 27.  This concert is a highlight of the 
year, featuring the top musicians from each junior high school.  These musicians 
will spend five rigorous rehearsals outside of school preparing very challenging 
music under the direction of top local conductors. Bravo to the following stu-
dents were chosen from Kirkland Junior High: 
 
BAND: Reily Blackner, David Fishchuck, Mindy Gaskill, Maria Kapush, Samantha 
Nahay, Molly Shipman, Matthew Dahl, Carrie Stinogel.  ORCHESTRA: Shelby 
Bergren, Sojoung Im, Zain Joudeh, Sally Marvin, Mackenzie Toher, Indigo Trigg-
Hauger, Devon Weaver. 
 
CHOIR: Connor Bergren, Maggie Butler, Joseph Castro, Sean Deleon, Richard 
Deskin, Kelsey Early, Savannah Hammontree, Parker Hansen, Stephanie Heck, 
Holli Helmericks, Hana Jung, Natasha Lindquist, Jessica Lund, Kate Maser, Kam-
eron Mason, Matt Mihara, Jake Nathlich, Jessi Navarre, Jeremy Parkhurst, Ra-
chel Rushing, Cassandra Saxton, Frederique Teotonio, Kellen Turley, Ally Walker, 
Katarina Whitfield. 
 

Our Music Department put on a wonderful Winter Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 16.  We are happy to announce that the raffle raised $967.00 toward new 
uniforms for the Music Department.  Thank you to all of the parents who do-
nated raffle items and to those who bought raffle tickets! 
    
Do you have a musical instrument lying around collecting dust?  We WANT 
that instrument!!  Your instrument (if in good condition) will be lent to students 
in need.  Please contact Mr. Michael Lundquist mlundquist@lwsd.org or Mrs. 
Darcy Morrissey dmorrissey@lwsd.org  
 

P.S.  Thank you to Jim Higashi who donated a ¾ size cello and Cindy Sullivan 
who donated a full size viola!!!! 

mailto:mlundquist@lwsd.org
mailto:dmorrissey@lwsd.org


 

   Spanish 
 

Spanish students will be going on a field trip to Azteca Family 

Mexican Restaurant in Kirkland on Monday, February 2nd. As part of the language 

program for second semester, students will be ordering in Spanish. This is an op-

portunity for students to enrich their knowledge and have fun.  

NEWS FROM KJH PE -  8 th  and 9 th   
 
Parents. beginning Monday, January 12 th  through the end of the 
semester ALL 8/9 PE classes will be starting our Health units. 
The state has mandated that we assess our kids in their knowl-
edge of ñNutrition and Drug Use.ò We will be on an every other 
day schedule during this time. Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fri-
days in class, and Tuesdays and Thursdays suiting up as usual. 
Most classes will be participating in a body conditioning unit on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays.   Mr. Higbee and I have enjoyed this se-
mester and look forward to another great group of 7 th , 8 th  and 
9 th  graders to finish the year.         
 
Rob Luckey, Department Head             

 

 

   Bonjour! 
 
French I:  ̍ ˖˻˝˝ ˤ˥˒ˣ˥ ʴ˙˒ˡ˥˖ˣ 1 ˚˟ ʷ˖˓ˣ˦˒ˣ˪*  The theme of this chapter is to learn how to talk about oneself 
(personality and physical features), describe other people, describe a room, and to talk about and describe every-
day objects.  In addition, students will learn colors, and how to express an opinion on what they hear or 
see.  ʴ˦˝˥˦ˣ˒˝˝˪) ˤ˥˦˕˖˟˥ˤ ˨˚˝˝ ˧˚˖˨ ˼ʻ˖˒˟ ˕˖ ʷ˝ˠˣ˖˥˥˖˽ ˒ ˗˒˟˥˒ˤ˥˚˔ ʷˣ˖˟˔˙ ˗˚˝˞ ˕˚ˣ˖˔˥˖˕ ˓˪ ʾ˒ˣ˔˖˝ ˁ˒˘˟ˠ˝ &ˠ˦ˣ 
ˡˣ˖˧˚ˠ˦ˤ ˞ˠ˧˚˖ ˨˒ˤ ˒˓ˠ˦˥ ʾ˒ˣ˔˖˝˻ˤ ˔˙˚˝˕˙ˠˠ˕'*  The sequel is even better and will be shown later this year.   

 
French II:  ̍ ˖˻˝˝ ˗˚˟˚ˤ˙ ʴ˙˒ˡ˥˖ˣ / ˒˟˕ ˞ˠ˧˖ ˚˟˥ˠ ʴ˙˒ˡ˥˖ˣ 0 ˨˙˚˔˙ ˗ˠ˔˦ˤ˖ˤ ˠ˟ ˕˖ˤ˔ˣ˚˓˚˟˘ ˖˟˥˖ˣ˥˒˚˟˞˖˟˥) ˕˚ˤ˔˦ˤˤ˚˟˘ ˖˟˥˖ˣ˥˒˚˟˞˖˟˥) ˙ˠ˨ ˥ˠ 
respond to an invitation, writing a letter in French, and describing relationships with people.  Culturally, students will view ˼ʽ˖ ʹ˦˚˥˚˖˞˖ 
ʻˠ˦ˣ˽ &˅˙˖ 4th day).  ˅ ˙˚ˤ ˗˚˝˞ ˨ˠ˟ ˥˙˖ ʷˣ˖˟˔˙ ˖ˢ˦˚˧˒˝˖˟˥ ˠ˗ ˥˙˖ ˀˤ˔˒ˣ ˗ˠˣ ˓˖ˤ˥ ˒˔˥ˠˣ˳˨˙˚˔˙ ˨˒ˤ ˤ˙˒ˣ˖˕ ˓˪ ˥˙˖ ˥˨ˠ ˞˒˚˟ ˒˔˥ˠˣˤ*  ̋ ˥˻ˤ ˒ ˡ˙˖:
nomenal film about living for the day and accepting people of all abilities. 
 
ʷˠˣ ˓ˠ˥˙ ˔˝˒ˤˤ˖ˤ ˨˖˻˝˝ ˕ˠ ʷˣ˖˟˔˙ ˀ˦˥ˤ˚˕˖ ʲ˔˥˚˧˚˥˚˖ˤ ˠ˟ ʷ˖˓ˣ˦˒ˣ˪ -5th) ˒˟˕ ʷˣ˖˟˔˙ ʷˠˠ˕˻ˤ ʵ˒˪ ˠ˟ ˥˙˖ .,th (as a make-up for the cancelled 
one). 



Classes Available 
Teens and Self Harm  
Learn what self-harm is and how to recognize warning signs that your child may be cutting. Get informa-
tive tools and resources to help you and your child work through their experiences with self-harm. Get 
practical ideas of how to address this subject with the young person in your life, including practice con-
versations and an in-depth question and answer session with the instructor. Instructor: Youth Eastside 
Services ( Y.E.S.) 
Cost:  FREE       Ages:  Parents of teens   Tuesday: January 20

 
     7 ï 9pm             

 

Mother and Daughter 1 -day Self -Defense Workshop:  
This three hour workshop will allow moms and teen daughters to explore together boundary setting, 
basic strikes, safety planning, awareness, and getting out of common grabs. 
Ages  (13-19 and moms)              $15 R // $18 NR            Tuesday : Jan 27   6pm-9pm 
 

Parenting Resources:  ParentingTeensOnline is a monthly publication that offers cutting -edge information on all 

topics you discuss with parents, from risk - taking behaviors to family relationships and more. This month, "Stress 

Management to Help Teens Cope" . Click here  to sign up for a free subscription.  

 

Keeping Youth Cyber -Safe 

 
In just a few weeks, your students will be on winter break. Since it's likely they'll be spending more time 
online, they may be at increased risk of exposure to cyber bullying, which could adversely affect their 
emotional and physical health and school performance.  
 
According to Nancy A. Willard, author of Cyberbullying and Cyberthreats, ñIt is possible that the harm 
caused by cyber bullying may be even greater than harm caused by traditional bullying.ò Some of 
Willard's reasons for this statement are that victims canôt escape from the bullying because the Internet 
is available all the time, it is difficult to remove material from the Internet once itôs posted, it is possible to 
distribute harmful material worldwide, and it is possible to bully anonymously. 
  
Cyber bullying can range from threats, embarrassing or cruel rumors, harassment, and stalking to post-
ing derogatory digital photos. According to a 2006 survey of 1,000 kids by Fight Crime: Invest in Kids, 
one-sixth of all children between the ages of 6 and 11 had mean, threatening, or embarrassing things 
said about them online.  
  
The good news is that you and your studentsô parents or guardians can help them become cyber-safe. 
 
How Parents Can Help Children Become ñCyber-Safeò 
  
Here are some topics you might suggest parents talk about with their children before winter break to 
help protect them from cyber bullying.  
  
Talk about Internet safety   
Children need to be just as careful about opening a ñcyber doorò as they are about opening the front 
door to strangers. They should never: 

¶ Give out personal information online without a parent or guardian's permission 

¶ Respond to messages that are suggestive, belligerent, threatening, or make them feel uncomfort-

able 

¶ Click on any links in an email from someone they do not know 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=00117goxqVuNZkvKLidlGTTB_0tiCHr7CFDEDlu7JqUoLtCfazZEOiZLF3d8nNf9djqMLvYa4uYJ28vSdl9FhXmYjaYYcY9RgWIvd8iBjZXZy3RdoqxSaf-p2C6nEReLmwDHMJOYCT6EuwAj2GAoYNR-8BOuxUBO4qGmVEfi_u1q0qjg_zKhPVX4P2J3hpgSgt_XQHtWx7e4wrQTS6NZC1lupjUzXfgxtGKD8Etcct0
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=00117goxqVuNZkvKLidlGTTB_0tiCHr7CFDEDlu7JqUoLtCfazZEOiZLF3d8nNf9djqMLvYa4uYJ28vSdl9FhXmYjaYYcY9RgWIvd8iBjZXZy3RdoqxSaf-p2C6nEReLmwDHMJOYCT6EuwAj2GAoYNR-8BOuxUBO4qGmVEfi_u1q0qjg_zKhPVX4P2J3hpgSgt_XQHtWx7e4wrQTS6NZC1lupjUzXfgxtGKD8Etcct0
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=00117goxqVuNZlQSeRgD6CpKzE_nLJRwX45_zMpZejxlMASG2z8oIomdsM75V_GyBOJrmi3rp8lL83jGKy4OahSvgVRqE-BGRTXGCp16y6Xacqc1RbP0ez1x3vLsb5U9aX8Nfmu8VszJx7nG9wZbb-SGlMblYd2Ljm4622CeETySzw=
http://www.swiftpage1.com/SpeClicks.aspx?Acc=CommitteeForChildren.Newsletter&SPCED=C081202070000&LNK=9&UId=11543


 
News from the 7th Grade Team 

 
 

 In Language Arts students will be reading Nothing But The Truth by Avi.  Stu-

dents will also continue to work on writing skills through projects on the My Ac-

cess website.    In Social Studies we will be wrapping up our Constitution unit 

and looking ahead at the presidencies of Washington, Adams, and Jefferson.  We 

will study Westward Expansion and the Louisiana Purchase.   Students will also 

be comparing and contrasting this new form of government to previous ones, as 

well as examining the problems faced by the first few presidents. 

 

In CMP, seventh graders have finished the unit on Stretching and Shrinking 

and are working with the unit Comparing and Scaling. This unit focuses student 

understanding and application on the concepts of ratio, percent and direct propor-

tion. Students will select and use the most advantageous representation for a 

given situation, determine an unknown value for a dimension or a number or 

events using ratio, proportion and /or percents. Students will continue to work on 

clearly writing their mathematical understandings.  

 

In Science, seventh graders are finishing up the Physical Science unit and are tak-

ing the district-wide final assessment on Energy, Forces and Motion.  Students 

will then be exploring the earth science unit:  Catastrophic Events.  Students will 

discover how storms are created through the use of models and hands-on investi-

gations.  Students will also be examining systems and how energy is transferred 

within and between them.  We will continue to practice writing complete, well 

thought out hypothesis, procedures and conclusions. 

 

 

Be sure to check your studentôs planner for homework each night!  

 
KJH Builders Club is collecting warm, clean coats 
and blankets for the homeless.  In conjunction with 
Kirkland Kiwanis, the Builders Club donates the 
coats collected through the Night Watch Program. 
Any donations should be turned into Mr. Blodgettôs 
room prior to mid-winter break.  Thank you. 

 



8th Grade Team News  
 
In Science weôre finishing up our Properties of Matter module by studying the 

characteristic property of solubility.  Students test what substances are soluble 

and how to separate solutes from solutions.  As the semester ends, students will 

be taking the district assessment on the entire Properties of Matter module be-

fore beginning out next module, Earth in Space. 

 

8th Grade LA/SS:  In January, students will be working on the completion of 

their CBA research paper.   We will continue to work on this paper in class in 

both LA and SS.   Last month, students worked on the completing the research 

portion of the project.  Since we have returned from break, students have begun 

the writing process.  Each teacher has broken down the writing process into 

smaller components, so students will be writing this paper one paragraph at a 

time.  Check each teacherôs website for deadlines and due dates for each para-

graph.  The final draft of the complete paper is due January 23rd.  Please continu-

ally check in with your student to see how he or she is progressing.  Although 

the students are provided with ample class time to complete this paper, it is easy 

to fall behind if they are not using this class time properly.  At the end of the 

month we will be moving on our U.S. history timeline and studying the Roaring 

Twenties and the Great Depression. 

 

In CMP 8, we are working with solving & writing systems of equations & ine-

qualities through our book Shapes of Algebra.  Students will explore the differ-

ent ways we write linear equations & how solving systems and inequalities can 

help us define problems that have more than one possible solution.   Please 

make sure that your students are prepared to come to class each day with pen-

cils, correcting pens, notebook paper and especially graph paper.  Ms. Cohenôs 

& Ms. Yatesô would also like to invite you to access our classroom websites for a 

calendar of assignments, tests and upcoming classroom events to help keep both 

students and parents up to date on what is happening in class.  IMPORTANT 

DATE FOR PARENTS & STUDENTS: CMP 8 SEMESTER FINAL WILL 

BE ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 22. 

 

 

A big thank you  to Debra Herrick, who prints many copies of the Pan-
thergram each month for distribution.  The PTSA pays for mailing,  KiJH 
pays for the printing. 



Ninth Grade News  
 

 Language Arts :  Ninth graders are finishing Homerôs famous 
epic, The Odyssey , which has resonated throughout the Western 

world. This unit uniquely blended commentary and primary 
documents, situating the epic within historical contexts that are 

important for students to understand. The literature is ideal for 

readers coming to The Odyssey  for the first time, introducing the work with a 
chronology of events and identification of major characters and themes.  The 

epic carefully considered matters of mythology, geography, archeology, and 
class issues pertinent to The Odyssey  and the challenges of youth.  
  

Science :  Students have completed their Insulator Labs wonderfully.  Many 

great and innovative designs were used, and the students gained great ex-

perience with heat transfer and experimental design.   During January we are 
studying wave behavior, focusing on light waves, but also men-

tioning sound waves.   These concepts will be utilized second se-
mester as we apply them to earth science and astronomy.   Sec-

ond semester will mark the beginning of the largest unit of the 
year, Chemistry.   

 
 Math :  Algebra  students are currently in the middle of chapter 

five, a unit in which students learn to write linear equations.  
Students have moved from the visual approach of finding slope 

to the formula approach and have started identifying linear 
situations from real world data.  Point -slope form of linear 

equations will be introduced and its relationship to slope - intercept form will 
become a focus of the class.  By the end of chapter five students will be able 

to take any graph, table, set of points, or linear situation and determine the 

algebraic equation.  Algebra students will be taking their first semester final 
exam on Thursday, January 22 , so attendance is vital on that day.  As 

usual, attendance and homework completion are major factors of success as 
students delve deeper into the world of algebra!      

     
Geometry  students will complete chapter 6 just before the semester ends.  

They have been studying circle properties and have been applying the proper-

ties to find arc lengths and areas of sectors.  Geometry students will be taking 
their first semester final exam on Thursday, January 22 , so attendance is 

vital on that day. The new semester will begin with one of the most challeng-
ing units of the year:  Probability.  

 
Advanced Algebra  students are currently in chapter six and are learning to 

use matrices to solve systems of equations in three or more variables.  They 
will also review systems of linear inequalities by using graphing to find solu-

tion regions and applying that skill in the area of linear programming.  Ad-
vanced Algebra students will be taking their first semester final exam on 

Thursday, January 22 , so attendance is vital on that day.  They will begin 
the new semester with a unit on polynomials.  



World History :  Ninth graders are beginning to learn about the 

history of China as documented by ancient writings and modern 
archaeological studies.  These provide evidence of still more an-

cient origins in a culture that flourished between 2500 and 2000 
B.C. in what is now central China and the lower Huang He (Yellow 

River) Valley of north China. Students will read about centuries of 
migration, amalgamation, and development that brought about a 

distinctive system of writing, philosophy, art, and political organi-
zation that came to be recognizable as Chinese civilization. What makes the 

civilization unique in world history is its continuity through over 4,000 years to 
the present century.  

 
Freshmen will recognize that the Chinese have developed a strong sense of 

their real and mythological origins, and have kept voluminous records since 
very early times. It is largely as a result of these records that knowledge con-

cerning the ancient past, not only of China but also of its neighbors, has sur-

vived, providing us with an interesting course of study.  
 

Students will begin writing Classroom Based Assessment research projects 
based on the topic of Humans and the Environment.  This process will allow 

students to practice the process of in depth research culminating in a product 
representative of their efforts.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
On November 18,  several students at KJH participated in  the National AMD 

(American Mathematics Contest).  The following were recognized as school 
winners:  Julian Barklund, Richard (Bryan) Buck, and Holt Maki.  All students 
earned the same score. 
 
Congratulations to each of them for the outstanding efforts in mathematics 
and taking the extra time to participate in this voluntary testing! 
 
Mike Blodgett, Math Department Chair and test proctor 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



Counseling News:  Registration for 2009 - 2010  
 

Itõs hard to believe but registration for 2009-10 is just around the corner.  Here is a list of 

important dates to remember:  

 

7th  Grade Registration  

   Monday, February 9 th       AG Bell and Twain 

  Tuesday, February 10 th      Peter Kirk and Lakeview  

Friday, February 13 th     Registrations forms due back to 6 th  grade teachers  

 

8th  Grade Registration  

   Wednesday, February 4th  

   Monday, February 9 th      Registration forms due back to LA/SS teachers  
 

9th  Grade Registration  

   Tuesday, February 3 rd  

   Monday, February 9 th      Registration forms due back to LA/SS teachers  

 

10 th  Grade Registration  

   Monday, February 23 rd  

   Monday, March 2 nd    Registration forms due back to LA/SS teachers  

ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ- 

 

Parent Nights  

Current 6 th  Grade Parent Night  Monday, February 9 th  ð 7pm 

Current 8 th  Grade Parent Night  Tuesday, March 17 th  ð 7pm 

Current 9 th  Grade Parent Night  Monday, February 23 rd  ð 7pm at LWHS  

ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ- 

 

Grades 

All teachers participate in the school -wide grading periods at the middle of each quarter 

and at end of each quarter/semester.  The following dates inform you when to expect the 

official grade reports:  

 2nd  Quarter  

 End of 2 nd quarter ð January 23 rdé1st  Semester report mailedhome February 5 th . 

 3rd  Quarter  

 Midterm ðonly D/ F gradeséprogress report mailed home March 3rd . 

 End of 3 rd  quarter ð April 10 th  é.3rd  quarter report mailed home April 23 rd . 

 4th   Quarter  

 Midterm ðonly D/ F gradeséprogress report mailed home May 12th . 

 End of 4 th  quarter ð June 16 th.  2nd Semester reports mailed home week of June 22 nd. 

 

 

         



Are you in need of help with medical insurance for your student?  
Do your students need dental, medical or vision help?  There are resources avail-
able and we would like to help connect you.  Please contact the Counseling Of-
fice for more information.  
 

Carol Hinrichs  ̧chinrichs@lwsd.org  or 425 -822 -6069  
Justina Olmsted  ̧jolmsted@lwsd.org  or 425 -822-6069  

Think you canôt afford college?  Think again! 
¿Piensa que no puede pagar Universidad? ¡Pienselo otra vez! 

 

If youôre in 7th or 8th grade , to work hard in school, keep your grades up and stay out of trouble 

until you graduate, YOU may be eligible for a four-year College Bound Scholarship. 

 

Si tu estas en el 7º o 8º grado y estas listo para trabajar duro en la escuela, mantén buenas 

calificaciones y permanece fuera de problemas o pleitos hasta que te gradúes, Tu puedes ser 

elegido para una beca universitaria de cuatro años  

 

What do you have to do:    Esto es lo que tienes que hacer:  
Submit a College Bound Scholarship application/pledge while you are in the 7th or 8th grade. 

Somete la aplicación para la beca/promesa durante el 7º o 8º grado.  

Graduate from a Washington high school (or home school). 

Debes graduarte de la escuela preparatoria del estado de Washington. (o escuela en casa)  

Maintain a cumulative high school GPA of at least 2.0. 

Mantener un promedio acumulativo en la escuela preparatoria por lo menos del 2.0. 

Be a good citizen and stay crime free. 

Ser un buen ciudadano y mantenerse libre de crímenes. 

Apply for admission to an eligible college in Washington. 

Aplicar para la admisión a un colegio o Universidad elegible en el estado de Washington 

LIBRARY IN NEED!  

 
Past support for KiJH library has been strong and through the Box Tops  

and Cartridges for Kids recycling programs, weôve brought in hundreds 

of dollars that go directly into purchasing new books for your kids to read.  

Thatôs the good news.  

 

The bad news is that in the first semester of the current school year support for these two valuable 

programs has waned.  We believe a strong library is at the core of every strong school.  Please 

help us keep the library a valuable resource for reading material and curricular support. 

 

For the Box Tops program itôs as easy as clipping coupons.  Check the list of qualifying products 

at: http:www.boxtops4education.com. 

 

Recycling ink cartridges, used cell phones, i-pods, etc. is great for us and great for the environ-

ment so keep them coming. 

 

Another program that has been successful in the past is Mr. Ritchieôs Wish List.  If youôre shop-

ping at Amazon.com and are feeling generous check out Mr. Ritchieôs wish list - you can donate 

books directly to our library.  Type in: dritchie@lwsd.org in the Wish List Search category and 

begin shopping. 

 

mailto:chinrichs@lwsd.org
mailto:jolmsted@lwsd.org
mailto:dritchie@lwsd.org
http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/24700/24715/puppies_24715.htm


Parent Access to Student Information via the Web 

 at Kirkland Junior High 
 

The Lake Washington School District provides an information system allowing parents to ac-

cess their studentôs records via the internet.  You can see this information by going to the Kirk-

land Junior High web-site, www.lwsd.org/school/kijh, and signing up. 

 

This information is secure - only you can see information about your student.  Having your 

correct e-mail address on file with the school is all that is required before you register on-

line.  We use the e-mail address you gave us on the blue Emergency Notification sheet your 

student returned to us at the beginning of the year. If you need to change your e-mail address, 

please come to the KJH office and show photo I.D. to make the change. 

 

Once registered, you have access to the following student information: 

¶ E-mail links to your studentôs teachers 

¶ Progress reports of your studentôs current grades; teachers update grades every 2 weeks 

¶ Previous term grades for secondary students 

¶ Attendance records 

¶ Student class schedule 

¶ Emergency contact information the school has on file 

¶ Culminating project status for high school students 

Progress toward graduation requirements 

 

HOW TO SIGN UP: 

Go to www.lwsd.org/school/kijh 

¶ Click on ñfor Parentsò tab at the top right 

¶ Click ñParent Accessò on the right side of the screen 

¶ Click ñNew Userò and follow the directions provided 

You may also go to the bottom of the page and view a short instructional video that give you 

step-by-step instructions 

Thank you, Debbie McCarson, KJH Principal 

Food Services 

THE PERFECT FIT  

 
Looking for something to do while your kids are in school and earn extra spending money? 

 

Sodexo Food Service in the Lake Washington School District has cafeteria positions that fit a parents schedule 

perfectly:  Work days and hours will coincide with school days and hours.  No holidays or weekends.   

Entry-level positions for 3-4 hours per day at 9.00 per hour 

 

For More Information please call :  425-702-3393 

http://www.lwsd.org/school/kijh
http://www.lwsd.org/school/kijh


Keep the Music ALIVE! 
A concert to benefit LWSD Orchestra Programs  

--  --  -- 
Geoffrey Castle performs with LWSD String Players! 

--  --  -- 
Thursday, February 5

th
   

 7:00 pm  
Redmond HS Performance Center 

17272 NE 104th St. Redmond  
 

 ñI used to play in a high school orchestra. It was a big 
part of my development as an artist. We need to continue to keep music programs 
alive in schools.  I've always been outspoken about this, but now I'm putting myself 
out there to help make it happen. I will perform solo, and in concert with some of the 
amazing orchestras that are part of this school district - I'm even writing an arrange-
ment for orchestra of some of the material from my past CDs... (Okay. I gave myself 
a HUGE homework assignment, but I'm REALLY excited about this!) Don't miss this 
one!ñ       ~ Geoffrey Castle 

About Geoffrey Castle:  www.GeoffreyCastle.com. 
Tickets are $20. Purchase at the door or online:   

www.brownpapertickets.com/event/52357 

 

Seniors ages 65+ and children under 8 free! 
 

Sponsored by the Redmond HS Music Booster Club, Henry Bischofberger Violins : 

www.hkbviolins.com, and 

The Violin Case : www.violingifts.com. 

Medical, Dental and Vision help available 
 

Do your students need dental, medical or vision help?  There are re-

sources available and we would like to help connect you.  Please con-

tact the Counseling Office for more information. 

 

Carol Hinrichs ï chinrichs@lwsd.org or 425-822-6069 

Justina Olmsted ï jolmsted@lwsd.org or 425-822-6069 

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/52357
http://www.hkbviolins.com/
mailto:chinrichs@lwsd.org
mailto:jolmsted@lwsd.org


January & February Programs  
 

 

 
 

 

 
Date:  Wednesday, January 28, 2009   Time:  7:00 ï 9:00 PM  
 
Location: Redmond High School Career Center (17272 NE 104

th
 Street, Redmond) 

 
Teen Driving Safety:  What Parents Need to Know  
 
Arthur VanDyke , Manager of Training Programs for Swerve will present techniques in teaching teens to drive 
more safely and defensively.  The discussion will include statistics on teen driving, when and where collisions 
are likely to occur, parenting guidelines for new drivers, liability issues & new technologies for monitoring teen 
driving.   
Paul Edwardsen , new Redmond High School Resource Officer will discuss Redmond area teen driving habits & 
common violations. What is happening around campus and in the City of Redmond.  
 

Recommended for all LWSD parents of students 15 and up  
 

This event is sponsored by the Redmond High PTSA & the Lake Washington PTSA Council. 
Questions?  Contact Joanne Hall at jjjahall@juno.com 

 
Date:  Thursday, February 5, 2009   Time:  7:00 ï 9:00 PM  
 
Location: Kamiakin Junior High Cafeteria (14111 132nd N.E. Street, Kirkland, WA) 
 

Susan Quattrociocchi, Ph.D. presents The Power of Parents in the Middle School Years  
(Grades 6 - 8) 

                 
Children between the ages of 11 and 14 experience more physical, intellectual and emotional changes than at 
any other time in their lives other than from birth to the age of three. Itôs important to understand the changes 
common to all adolescents and to understand the uniqueness of your child.  What are his or her inborn talents, 
interests and skills and how you can help your adolescent pursue those unique passions & skills in the commu-
nity and in planning for the future? This is not the time to step away from your increasingly independent child.  
Come learn how to guide your student to get the most out of their experiences in these important foundational 
years.  This talk will be based on Dr. Qôs book, ñHelp! I have a Middle Schoolerò.  Parents in attendance will re-
ceive a copy of this great resource. 
  
Dr. Quattrociocchi is the former Director of the Washington State Initiative, A Call to Parents: How to Cut the 
High Costs and High Risks of Education after High School. A popular national speaker and writer, Susan is a 
respected authority on the power of parental involvement and the educational/career needs of young people. 

 
Recommended for all LWSD parents of students 5th - 8th grade.  

 
This event is co-sponsored by the Kamiakin Junior High School PTSA & the Lake Washington PTSA Council 



Date:  Thursday, February 12th   Time:  7:00 ï 9:00 PM  
 
Location: Cadle Theater at Lake Washington High School (12033 N.E. 80

th
 Street, Kirkland, WA) 

 

Susan Quattrociocchi, Ph.D. presents  
The Importance of the High School Foundation: The Parentôs Role  

                 
There is a growing body of research to substantiate what common knowledge attests: parents have a 
profound and lasting impact on both childrenôs school achievement and successful career and college 
planning. Parents contribute to school and career success in several ways: through the spoken and 
unspoken messages they give about the importance of school; the actions they take at home and in 
school to promote and support childrenôs academic achievement and career planning; and the parent-
ing style they use in the home. Learn how YOU can guide and empower your child to make the most of 
their high school experience. 
 
Dr. Quattrociocchi is the former Director of the Washington State Initiative, A Call to Parents: How to 
Cut the High Costs and High Risks of Education after High School. A popular national speaker and 
writer, Susan is a respected authority on the power of parental involvement and the educational/career 
needs of young people. 

 
Recommended for all LWSD parents of students 8th grade and up . 

 
This event is co-sponsored by the Lake Washington High School PTSA & the Lake Washington PTSA 

Council  
Questions?  Contact Joanne Hall at jjjahall@juno.com 
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KJH Calendar of Events: 

 
1/ 23 Last day of Second Quarter 
1/26-1/30 Spirit Week 
1/29-1/31 PTSA Play @ RHS 
1/27 Junior High Honor Concert 7:30 @ JHS 
1/29 Poulsbo Jazz Festival  
2/5 Report Cards mailed home 
2/6 Valentine Dance 7:00-9:00 

 


